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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends:

I am sure after having a busy and hectic summer, filled with holidays, travels and children’s
activities, you all are ready to settle down to a colorful Fall season full of events, festivals and
celebrations at our Northwest Indiana Hindu Religious Center.

Thanks to the dedicated help of our members, organizers and volunteers, we had an
eventful summer. The inspiring theatrical production of Ekatva, the grand celebration of the 2nd
anniversary of our Bharatiya Temple, the 2nd anniversary of Jain Pratishtha, the prestigious
installation of the Navagrahas, the temple festivals of Devi chowki, Varalakshmi vratam and
Janmashtami; the hustle-bustle  of the India Fest and the spiritual experience of the Vishnupuran
katha have left us all spell bound!  I thank our Temple priest Shri Vashishthaji  for meticulously
performing all the festival poojas and once again  applaud  all the organizers and the volunteers
for their hard work, commitment, unity and integrity to our Temple and Center.

We will start the new academic year with salutations to Lord Ganesha at Ganesh Chaturthi
celebration on Sept 19. Please do not miss the abhishek, dinner and a grand dance performance
by Ambica Javvdi from India. The end of Jain Paryushan (Samvatsari) will be observed on the
same day.

The colorful evenings of Navratri and Dassehra celebrations are just around the corner. Get
dressed in your dazzling outfits and join us for all the nine nights of garba and dandia raas
dancing!

The melodious singers of Niche Entertainment from last year’s Black and White program
will be with us once again on October 27, this time with a new journey of past 50 years of
Bollywood music! Please purchase the tickets on line in advance and book your seats.

In November we will have the traditional celebrations of Karva chauth, Diwali pooja with
Annakut and Tulsi vivah in the Temple. The eagerly awaited  Annual  Diwali Cultural program
will be staged by our youth on Nov 10th. Please do not miss it.

We will end the year in December with the Holiday Party on the 7th in the Banquet hall and
recitation of all the 18 chapters of Bhagwat  Geeta for Geeta Jayanthi on the 23rd, in the temple.

Please mark your calendar and plan on volunteering and on attending all the events.
Let us enjoy together and prevent the winter blues from touching us!

I take this opportunity to urge all the new Indians in the community to become members of
NWIHRC. It will give you a chance to make new friends and new contacts.

The Center and the Temple belong to all of you and cannot function without your
sponsorships and donations. Please open your hearts, sponsor the various poojas, the weekly
Abhishekas at the temple and various events at the center. We are working diligently towards
paying off our mortgage debt.  We need everyone’s help and support in achieving this goal. The
membership and yearly Abhisheka forms are available in the Temple, in the IACC office and on
our website.

Please join me in welcoming Connie Scheisser as the new Administrative assistant in our
office. Feel free to call her on 219-756-1111 for any information regarding the Center or reach
her at info@iacc-nwindiana.org. She will be happy to help you.

With this last Newsletter of the year, I would like to end wishing you all…

HAPPY  NAVRATRI …….HAPPY  DEEPAVALI…..and  HAPPY  HOLIDAYS!

Thank you all for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Anjali Joshi
Email: president@iacc-nwindiana.org

20 September

2012
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2012 AND JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2013

Jain Paryushan.................................................................................................................... Sept 12-19 Wed - Wed 

Ganesh Chaturthi/Jain Samvatsari..................................................................................... Sept 19 Wednesday 

Navaratri............................................................................................................................. Oct 16-23 Tue - Tue

Trendz Music Program ..................................................................................................... Oct 27, Saturday 

Dassehra ............................................................................................................................. Oct 24 Wednesday 

Karva Chauth ..................................................................................................................... Nov 2, Friday 

Diwali Cultural Program & Fundraiser ............................................................................. Nov 10, Saturday 

Diwali Pooja/Annakut, General Body Meeting & Election ............................................. Nov 17, Saturday 

Tulsi Vivah ......................................................................................................................... Nov 27, Tuesday

Holiday Party at the Center................................................................................................ Dec 7, Friday

Geeta Jayanti ...................................................................................................................... Dec 23, Sunday

New Year Day Pooja.......................................................................................................... Jan 1, 2013 - Tuesday

Makar Sankranti ................................................................................................................ Jan 14, 2013 -Monday

Vasant Panchami ................................................................................................................ Feb 14, 2013 -Thursday

RECURRING EVENTS FOR 2012

Every Saturday ......................................................Suprabhatam seva................................................................8 to 9 am

First Saturday of the month........................................Sundarkand........................................................9:30 to 11:30 am.

First Sunday of the month .....................................Ganesh Abhishek ..............................................................9 to 10 am

Ammachi bhajan.............................................................10 to 11 am

Second Sunday of the month .......................... Venkateshwara Abhishek.........................................................9 to 10am

Jain Satsang ...........................................................11 to 12:30 am

Third Sunday of the month .....................................Shiva Abhishek................................................................9 to 10 am

Gujrati satsang ..........................................................11 to 12:30am

Fourth Sunday of the month ....................................Rama Abhishk ................................................................9 to 10 am

Fifth Sunday of  some months ....................................Sai Bhajan...............................................................11 to 12 noon

Fourth Wednesday of the month ..............................Senior satsang ..................................................................5 to 7 pm

Every Saturday of the month ....................................Yoga Classes ..........................................................8:00 to 9:00am

Every Tuesday and Thursday................................Dancercize classes .............................................................9 to 10 am

Satyanarayan Pooja ..............................................Every Poonam day..........................................................5 to 6:30 pm

Sankashti Ganesh Pooja every month ............. Fourth day after Poonam.....................................................5 to 6:30 pm
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NWIHRC invites you for Navratri Celebrations

October 15th– October 23rd 2012
At 8605 Merrillville Road

Merrillville, In 46410

Daily Devi  Pooja at Bharatiya Temple followed by Garba in IACC Hall
Mataji Aarti and Prasad will follow the Garba celebrations.

Kumkum archana in the Temple after Aarti: ( Durga puja and LalithaSaharsranamam  )

Sunday –Thursday   7pm -8 pm
Friday and Saturday 7:30pm -8:30 pm

Pooja sponsorship for Devis:      $101 for all 10 days
$21 for individual days

Garba in the IACC hall:
Sunday thru Thursday 8pm- 10 pm
Friday and Saturday   8:30pm - Midnight

Andhra Bathakamma Dance: On one of the Navratri garba nights
(to be announced later)

Entry:  FREE (except October 20th Saturday Garba see separate flyer)

DASSEHRA (Vijaya Dashami) CELEBRATION  :        October 24th Wednesday

6:00 pm Durga Pooja at Temple; 7:30  to 8:15 pm Garba & Aarti in the Hall followed by 
Dinner Prasad $5/person until October 20th, $10/person after Oct.20th  

Sponsor Daily  Mataji Aarti for only $21 & kindly bring your own Aarti Thali.

For further information, please contact:

Suchita Shah 219-924-7105 Kalyani Desai 219-613-7732
Shenaz Keshvani 219-922-6942 Kalpana Bhatt 219-227-5937
Anjali Joshi 219-614-5944 Rupal Patel 219-898-1176
Sonal Shah 219-201-2670 Ranjan Dave 219-934-0791
Anusuya Patel 219-864-9040

Donations are welcome for Bharatiya Temple of  NWIndiana
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INDIAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER OF NWIHRC

INVITES YOU ALL FOR DANDIA RAAS & GARBA
By

“ORCHESTRA SA RE GA MA”
Hitesh Master and group

Saturday,  October 20th, 2012
Dinner 7:30pm

Garba 8:30 pm -Midnight

IACC
8605 MERRILLVILLE ROAD
MERRILLVILLE, IN 46410

Grand Sponsor: Dr. Upendrabhai & Ansuyaben Patel

Sponsorship: $ 100 / family (includes 4 tickets)     

For sponsorship and tickets Call:

Ansuya Patel 219-864-9040 Shenaz Keshvani 219-384-6565
Kalyani Desai 219-613-7732 Ranjan Dave 219-934-0791
Bharti Agrawal 219-395-8609 Sonal Shah 219-201-2670
Suchita Shah 219-924-7105 Rupal Patel 219-898-1176
Kalpana  Bhatt 219-227-5937 Anjali Joshi 219-924-2341

Entry: Until October 18th
$10/person for Members        
$15/person  for nonmembers

After October 18th & at the door          
$20/ person 

Children under age 5 are free
Limited entry:      450 people   maximum



Navarati Kolu
October 15-24, 2012

During the festival of Navaratri in South India, it is customary in the states of 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, as well as in some Tamil 

communities within Sri Lanka, to display a "Golu" (also Kolu, or Bombe 
Habba or Bommai Kolu or Bommala Koluvu). This is an exhibition of various dolls and

figurines in odd numbered tiers ("padis"). 

Volunteers needed for: 
Lending dolls for display, Prasadam offering and to participate

in the Bhajans- 7:15 pm onwards everyday

Please contact:
Mrs. Bhanani Rajaram Iyer 219-922-0508

Mrs. Padma Krishnan 219-922-1176
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Karva Chauth

Friday November 2, 2012

Pooja: 7: 00 pm
Potluck dinner Dinner: After moonrise

For further information  contact:

Sanju Rastogi 219-924-5696
Vaidehi Agarwal 219-803-4142
Sandhana Kansal 219-464-3646 



NORTHWEST INDIANA HINDU RELIGIOUS CENTER
8605 Merrillville Road • Merrillville, Indiana 46410

www.iacc-nwindiana.org • www.bharatiyatemple-nwindiana.org
Page 6

Diwali Pooja & Annakut Darshan
At

Bharatiya Temple of NW Indiana
Chhappan Bhog (56 prasadams) is offered to the Lord on Annakut day

Saturday, November 17th 2012

Laxmi Pooja: 5:00 pm
Annakut Darshan: After Aarti at 7:30 pm

GENERAL BODY MEETING & ELECTION:  8:00PM
MahaPrasad: 8:30 pm

Pooja Sponshorship: $101
Special day Archana: $21

Karaoke in the Hall after Annakut darshan
For participation please call IACC office at 219-756-1111

or email info@iacc-nwindiana.org

Suchita Shah 219-924-7105
Shilpa Shah 219-934-0960
Rupal Patel 219-898-1176
Shakuntala Sarma 219-663-3987

Panna Barai 219-614-7820
Ansuya Patel 219-864-9040
Sonal Shah 219-201-2670
Anjali Joshi 219-614-5944

To RSVP and donate Prasadam for Annakut, Please call
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Please join us to celebrate
an Evening of Dinner, Music, Cultural Entertainment and
Fundraising ... (Please come with a generous heart)

Saturday, November 10, 2012
Indian American Cultural Center

Dinner:      5:00pm - 7:00 pm
Cultural Program:  7:00 pm sharp

Tickets: Until October 31       $15 for Members
$20 for Non Members

After Oct. 31 and at the door:  $30 for all 
Children 5yrs and under and the participants FREE

For ticket information please contact:
Anjali Joshi @ 219-614-5944
Rupal Patel @ 219-898-1176

Kalpana Bhatt @ 219-227-5937
Suchita Shah @ 219-924-7105
Amala Reddy @ 219-662-1756

NWIHRC DIWALI CULTURAL PROGRAMNWIHRC DIWALI CULTURAL PROGRAM
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Bharatiya Temple of Northwest Indiana 
Invites you for 

Tulsi Vivah Utsav
Vivah  of Lord Vishnu with 

Devi Tulsi

Location:  Bharatiya Temple of NWI  
8605 MerrillvilleRoad
Merrillville, In 46410

Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Gruhshanti Pooja – 5:30PM 
Shobha Yatra of Lord Vishnu – 6:30PM

Kanya Agaman and  Vivah Pooja – 7:00PM
Followed by Aarti & Dinner Prasad 

For dinner please RSVP 
By Nov.17th:     $8/member and $10/nonmember  
After Nov.17th: $15/person for everyone

Sponsors
Yajman Couple For Devi Tulsi : $501

Kanyadan : $21
Yajman couple for Lord Vishnu  :$501

Annadan  :$101
Yajaman for Kanya ( Devi Tulsi) Agaman : $101

For RSVP please call :
Kalpana Bhatt 219-227-5937 • Suchita Shah 219-614-1106
Sonal Shah 219-201-2670 • Shaku Sarma 219-663 -3987

Kalyani Desai 219-613-7732
IACC office 219-756-1111
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

It is hard to believe we are already half way through September and the year 2012 will soon be history. I
hope you all had a good summer and are now ready for the fall, our festivals and sorry, the winter.

Since I wrote to you in May, we now have our own Priest Quarter (Dharma Nivas) and our temple now
includes Navagrahas.  Many of you had the privilege of witnessing the dream come true Navagraha
sthapana. During Purshottam Maas many of you were also able to participate in the weeklong discourses of
Pujya Shri Girirajji Shastri on Vishnu Puran.  An innumerable number of Volunteers, Event Coordinators
and Committee Chairs work tirelessly to make these and other events a great success. I thank the
Volunteers for their hard work and  all of you for the encouragement you provide to the organizers
by your gracious presence and active participation.

Looking forward to the future:

The trustee board is considering adding youth activities to our center and would appreciate your thoughts in
this matter.

Have got the vivid memories and magic moments of the Black and White show! Hold your thoughts and
prepare for Trendz on October 27th.  

Festive season is a time to enjoy and share. During upcoming festivities, please do remember our
center and consider sharing your love, thoughts, time and money:

– Please become a member / upgrade your membership.
– Please share your thoughts
– Please share your time 
– any and all skills are indeed needed and welcome
– no amount of sharing is too small
– we will soon be electing new members to the Executive and Trustee board, please take an active 

part in our Center’s activities.
Please donate cash to help us pay our mortgage.

With sincere gratitude for your kind support and best wishes for a joyous festive season,

Om Mandhana
Chairman Board of Trustees

email: Chairman@iacc-nwindiana.org
phone:  (219) 756-1111
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HOLIDAY PARTY
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2012

6:00PM ONWARDS

AT 

INDIAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER

8605 MERRILLVILLE ROAD

MERRILLVILLE IN 46410

INTERNATIONAL BUFFET

DJ * OPEN BAR
$55.00 PER PERSON/ $500.00 FOR A TABLE OF 10

(KINDLY USE THE FORM BELOW TO RSVP BY Nov. 30, 2012)

RESERVE YOUR SEATS NOW!
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

SHAILESH BHATT: 219-614-2514

PADMINI MAKAM 219-808-3431

ANJALI JOSHI 219-614-5944

IACC OFFICE 219-756-1111

__________________________________________________________

I WOULD LIKE TO _______TICKETS AT $55.00 EACH _________

I WOULD LIKE TO ________TABLE AT $500.00 EACH__________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED________________

NAME_______________________PHONE NUMBER_____________

PLEASE  MAIL YOUR CHECKS TO
INDIAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER

OR PAY ONLINE

WWW.IACC-NWINDIANA.ORG
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Geeta Jayanthi

Sunday, December 23, 2012
All 18 chapters of Srimad Bhagwat Geeta will be recited in groups.

4:00 to 7:00 p.m. • Followed by Temple Aarti & Prasad.
Please sign up for Geeta Recital and Prasad

For further information please contact

Padmini Makam @ 219-808-3431

Shakantala Sarma @ 219-663-3987

Gayathri Iyer @ 219-228-0491

Anjali Joshi @ 219-614-5944
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New Year Day Pooja
Tuesday, January 1, 2013

Let us begin the New Year with Ganesh Pooja & Bhajans.
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. • Followed by Temple Aarti & Prasad.

For further information please contact

Sonal Shah @ 219-201-2670
Shakantala Sarma @ 219-663-3987

Seema Sawlani @ 219-462-0677
Anjali Joshi @ 219-924-2341

Makar Sankranti Celebration

January 14, 2013 – Monday
Join us for the Utran and Pongal Festival of Sankranti

5:30 p.m. to 7:00p.m. Special Pooja followed by Aarti and Prasad
Special Archana $21.00

Please RSVP by January 10, 2012 to:
Mrs. Padma Balakrishnan @ 219-922-1176,

Mrs. Kamini Parikh @ 219-836-2913
Mrs. Shakuntala Sarma @ 219-663-3987

Vasant Panchami Celebration
February 14, 2013 – Thursday

Let your children come and be a part of Aksharabhyas and  
the Saraswati Pooja for Vasant Panchmi

Special Pooja 5:30p.m. to 7:00p.m.
followed by Aarti and Prasad  – Special Archana $21.00

For further information please contact :
Mrs. Sarla Unni @ 219-663-7211

Mrs. Shakuntala Sarma @ 219-663-3987



NORTHWEST INDIANA HINDU RELIGIOUS CENTER
8605 Merrillville Road • Merrillville, Indiana 46410

www.iacc-nwindiana.org • www.bharatiyatemple-nwindiana.org
Page 14

HALL CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Dear friends,
We are already into September & soon approaching the Holiday season
-Indian & American. So far at our Banquet Hall,  we have had
several weddings, birthday parties, Medical lectures, class reunions,
Spiritual lectures & fundraisers. Last month, we had the first outdoor
wedding & it turned out be a beautiful one!
Happy to share that our hall is being utilized for various types of
events. We have several bookings upto October 2013!
Call us to reserve the Hall for your special event & we will do the
rest. Our super team will help you plan a wonderful event! This year
the months of Sept. - November are booked solid & we are now
taking reservations for Sunday brunches as well!
Mark your calendars for Oct 27th - For TRENDZ by Niche
entertainment of Black & White fame, and for Dec 7th for a Holiday
party at IACC Banquet Hall.
Friends, if you can spare some time, we would like you to join our team
& help us through the holiday season.
May God’s blessings be with us all.

Pranaams 
Padmini  Makam

MESSAGE FROM THE DEVALAYA COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON
Dear Devotees,
Perseverance, hard work, dedication of so many community members, devoted volunteers helped us to celebrate the Second

Anniversary and Navagraha Prathishta  this  June successfully. IACC sponsored Vishnu Puran Maha Yagna in Adhik Mas
under the leadership of Dr. Parikh and his able and hard working team. They spent countless hours to conduct an event of this
magnitude.  We thank the community for their overwhelming support. Our Temple activities (which include Daily poojas,
weekly Abhisheks, Monthly poojas and all festivals) are running smoothly with the dedicated services of our beloved priest
Sri Vasishthaji. 
We want every event and visit to our Temple for each devotee to be pleasant and satisfying. Our team of dedicated and
talented priest, volunteers and emloyees do their best to provide the facilities and services. Temple committee tries to do its
best to schedule events, private poojas and accommodate every ones needs but sometimes there are some conflicts and we
request your cooperation and understanding. Our objective is to make this Temple beautiful and provide good facilities and
good services. We ask your support, participation in the Temple events and inputs. Please feel free to drop your suggestions
and we will work hard to fulfill your expectations.
We have various committees and I request each and every one of you who want to be part of this great seva contact us.
Temple is in need of funds to pay off the loan and maintainance. I urge all of you to take part in any of our sponsorship
programs. It is almost that time of the year, I need to ask your continued support for the yearly Abhishekas for the next year
and  thank all the Yearly Abhisheka sponsors for this year.
This  quarter is starting with Ganesh Chaturthi  followed by Navaratri,  Karvachauth, Deepavali, Annakut, Tulsi Vivah and
Geeta Jayanti. We urge all community members participate in all
festivals and support Temple.
“God is every where, but Temple is a place specially consecrated
for realizing God. The environment of a Temple is more conducive
to spiritual growth. 

Sincerely,

Shakuntala Sarma 219.778.5502

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:
IACC Office 219-756-1111

Padmini Makam 219-808-3431
Pete 219-928-6311
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Yoga & Pranayama
Yoga is “a physical, mental,
and spiritual discipline,
originating in ancient India.
The goal of yoga, or of the
person practicing yoga, is the
attainment of a state of perfect
spiritual insight and tranquility
while meditating on the Hindu
concept of divinity.”

Pranayama is the “extension of the prana or breath”
or more accurately, “extension of the life force.”

Yoga sessions at IACC include a series of asanas
(postures) and sequence of pranayama (breathing
exercise) for good health. 

Children 12 and younger require parent participation.

Classes held at IACC 

Saturdays 8 am—9 am

Instructor:  Mrs. Usha Ravi

Website:  46321.webs.com

Ph: 219-756-1111

Dancercize
Exercise while you dance

yourself away
to the mesmerizing tunes of

Bollywood!

The Bollywood Dance
phenomenon is taking the world 
by storm. Bollywood is a blend 
of East and Western Dance steps, 
a fusion of Bhangra, Arabic,
Western hip-hop and jazz funk.
Better still, Bollywood Dancing 
is very aerobic and gives you a great workout! It is a
fun way of exercising every part of your body. You
will not only be in shape but will be the Queen or
King of the Dance Floor by the year end!! Join into
the tunes of Jai Ho & Kolaveri Di!

Classes held at IACC
Tuesdays & Thursdays  9 am –10 am

Instructor:  Mrs. Tutul Chatterjee
Ph:  219-756-1111

IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENTSATTENTION ATTENTION

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Volunteers are
needed to help out with the various committees
with Diwali Cultural Program. Please call Dr.
Shailesh Bhatt @ 219-227-5937. 

HELP NEEDED:  For preparing Prasad for
Annakut during Diwali Pooja. Please sign up the
Prasad menu sheet. For any information call
Suchita Shah @ 219-924-7105.

EBLAST ANNOUCEMENTS: Our Eblast
goes out every Monday with information about
activities at the Hall and Temple. If you are not
receiving our Eblast please send your email
address to the IACC Office.

YEARLY ABHISHEKS:  Please sign up for
the yearly Abhishek for Diety of your choice.
Navagraba Abhishek on the 3rd Saturday of each
month has been started Abhishek forms are
available at the temple and IACC office.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Preparations for
the Gala on March 23, 2013 will soon be
starting. Please sign up for the various
committees and plan on attending the meetings.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS:  You can
place a quarter page ad in the next newsletter for
a donation of $75. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED FOR ALL EVENTS
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For more information please visit our websites:
Bharatiya Temple of NWI: www.bharatiyatemple-nwindiana.org

IACC: www.iacc-nwindiana.org
Jain Center: www.jaincenter-nwindiana.org
Provide feedback: info@iacc-nwindiana.org


